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HISTORY OF THE GREAT SEAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginiaôs great seal was adopted by the Virginia Convention on July 5, 1776.  Its design was the work of 

a committee chaired by George Mason, who was the principal author of the Virginia Declaration of 

Rights and the first Virginia Constitution.  George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, and Robert Carter 

Nicholas also served as members of the committee.  Taking its theme from ancient Roman mythology, 

the seal emphasizes the importance of civic virtue. 

 

The original design was never cast properly and a number of variations came into use.  Attempting to 

legislate uniformity, the General Assembly of 1873 and 1903 passed acts describing the seal in detail.  In 

1930, a committee was named to prepare an ñaccurate and faithful description of the great seal of this 

Commonwealth, as it was intended to be by Mason and Wythe and their associates.ò  The committee set 

forth the official design in use today, which is essentially the design adopted by the Virginia Convention 

of 1776. 

 

The obverse side of the great seal depicts the Roman goddess Virtus representing the genius of the 

Commonwealth.  She is dressed as an Amazon, a sheathed sword in one hand and a spear in the other and 

one foot on the form of Tyranny who is pictured with a broken chain in his left hand, a scourge in his 

right and his fallen crown nearby, implying that the struggle has ended in complete victory.  Virginiaôs 

motto, ñSic Semper Tyrannisò (Thus Always to Tyrants), appears at the bottom. 

 

On the reverse side of the seal are three Roman goddesses, Libertas (Liberty) in the center holding a 

wand and pileus in her right hand, Aeternitas (Eternity) with a globe and phoenix in her right hand, and 

Ceres (Fruitfulness) with a cornucopia in her left hand and an ear of wheat in her right.  At the top is the 

word ñPerserverandoò (By Preserving).  A border of Virginia creeper encircles the designs on each side. 

 

The Art Commission established official colors in 1949 and a watercolor, the only official model for flag 

makers and stationers, hangs in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

 

The great seal, imprinted on two metallic discs two and one-fourth inches in diameter, is affixed to 

documents signed by the Governor and intended for use before tribunals or for purposes outside of the 

jurisdiction of Virginia.  The lesser seal, a smaller version of the obverse side of the great seal (one and 

nine-sixteenth inches in diameter) is used on commissions for gubernatorial appointees and notaries, and 

to authenticate the signature of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth is designated by the Code of Virginia as the keeper of the seals. 
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Capitol Building, Richmond 

 

 
 

Photo courtesy of the Governorôs Office 

 

In 1607, the first permanent English settlement in America was established at Jamestown. The 

Jamestown colonists also established the first representative legislature in America in 1619. Virginia 

became a colony in 1624 and entered the union on June 25, 1788, the tenth state to do so. Virginia was 

named for Queen Elizabeth I of England, the ñVirgin Queenò and is also known as the ñOld Dominion.ò  

King Charles II of England gave it this name in appreciation of Virginiaôs loyalty to the crown during the 

English Civil War of the mid-1600s. Virginia is designated as a Commonwealth, along with Kentucky, 

Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania. In 1779, the capital was relocated from Williamsburg to Richmond.  

 

The cornerstone for the Virginia Capitol Building was laid on August 18, 1785, and the building was 

completed in 1792.  Modeled after the Maison Carrée at Nîmes, France, the Capitol was the first public 

building in the United States to be built using the Classical Revival style of architecture.  Thomas 

Jefferson designed the central section of the Capitol, including its most outstanding feature: the interior 

dome, which is undetectable from the exterior. The wings were added in 1906 to house the Senate and 

House of Delegates.  In 2007, in time to receive the Queen of England during the celebration of the 400
th
 

anniversary of the Jamestown Settlement, the Capitol underwent an extensive restoration, renovation and 

expansion, including the addition of a state of the art Visitorôs Center that will ensure that it remains a 

working capitol well into the 21
st
 Century.  The Virginia state Capitol is the second oldest working 

capitol in the United States, having been in continuous use since 1788.  

More information on the Capitol building can be found at http://www.virginiacapitol.gov 

  

Eight U.S. Presidents were born in Virginia: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, 

James Monroe, William Henry Harrison, John Tyler, Zachary Taylor, and Woodrow Wilson, giving 

Virginia the nickname the ñMother of Presidents.ò 

 

Virginia is also known as the ñMother of States.ò  All or part of the following eight states were formed 

from western territory once claimed by Virginia:  Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Ohio, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 
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WHY VIRGINIA IS A COMMONWEALTH  
 

Virginia was first designated a Commonwealth during the Interregnum (ñbetween reignsò) while Oliver 

Cromwell was the Lord Protector of England.  Under Cromwellôs leadership, the colony of Virginia 

enjoyed greater freedom in self-government than it had before.  From 1660 until the end of the American 

Revolution in 1781, Virginia was considered a royal British colony along with the other twelve colonies 

established in North America before the English Civil War. 

Virginiaôs first constitution was passed on June 29, 1776.  The constitution directed that ñCommissions 

and grants shall run, in the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and bear teste by the Governor with 

Seal of the Commonwealth annexed.ò   It also states ñGovernment is, or ought to be, instituted for the 

common benefit, protection, and security of the peopleéò and ñThat all power is vested in and 

consequently derived from, the peopleéò These statements are the foundation and heart of the meaning 

of the ñCommonwealth of Virginia.ò  The delegates at the Williamsburg convention decided to name 

their new form of government the Commonwealth of Virginia, probably in deference to the rebellion 

against the Crown and the relative freedom they had enjoyed as a colony over one hundred years before 

and during the Interregnum. 

While Virginia was the first Commonwealth, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania became Commonwealths 

after the War of Independence.  Kentucky, formerly part of Virginia, kept the Commonwealth distinction 

when it was formed in 1792. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This piece is a compilation of texts written by Thomas M. Moncure, Jr. of George Mason University and 

Louise A. Arnatt, Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth of Virginia for Governor Mark Warner.  Both 

texts were compiled by Anne Forsythe.     
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Statewide Statistics: 

 

Population ....................................... 8,260,405 

Rank in Country ...................................... 12th 

Density per Square Mile ........................... 202  

 

Land Area (Square Miles) ....................39,490 

Rank in Country ...................................... 35th 

 

Capital City .................................... Richmond 

Population .......................................... 211,172 

Rank in State ............................................. 4th 

 

Number of Counties ................................... 95 

Number of Independent Cities ................... 38 

Number of Incorporated Towns ............... 191 

 

Congressional Delegation: 

U.S. Senators ................................................ 2 

U.S. Representatives .................................. 11 

Electoral College Votes .............................. 13 

 

State Legislature: 

Senators ...................................................... 40 

Delegates .................................................. 100 

 

 

 

Official State Emblems and Symbols: 

 

State Flower ..................... Dogwood Blossom 

 

State Tree ........................................ Dogwood 

 

State Bird .......................................... Cardinal 

 

State Dog ........................ American Foxhound 

 

State Fish (Freshwater) ............... Brook Trout 

 

State Fish (Saltwater) .................. Striped Bass 

 

State Shell ............................................ Oyster 

 

State Folk Dance ...................... Square Dance 

 

State Insect .......... Tiger Swallowtail Butterfly 

 

State Fossil ............. Chesapacten Jeffersonius 

 

State Motto ..................... Sic Semper Tyrannis 

 (Thus Always to Tyrants) 

 

State Batééé..ééVirginia Big Eared Bat  

 

State Boatéé...éChesapeake Bay Deadrise  

 

State Beverage ........................................ Milk  

 

 

 

 

Ten Largest Counties* : 

 

Fairfax ............................................ 1,116,897 

Prince William ................................... 431,258 

Loudoun ............................................ 347,969 

Chesterfield ....................................... 326,950 

Henrico .............................................. 316,973 

Arlington ........................................... 227,146 

Stafford .............................................. 135,141 

Spotsylvania ...................................... 125.555 

Albemarle .......................................... 102,731 

Henrico .............................................. 101,702 

 

Ten Largest Cities*:  
 

Virginia Beach ................................... 449,628 

Norfolk .............................................. 246,392 

Chesapeake ........................................ 232,977 

Richmond .......................................... 211,172 

Newport News ................................... 183,412 

Alexandria ......................................... 151,218 

Hampton ............................................ 139,032 

Roanoke............................................... 98,913 

Portsmouth .......................................... 96,871 

Suffolk ................................................. 87,831 

 
* Populations estimates by Weldon Cooper 

Center for Public Service 
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GOVERNORS OF VIRGINIA 
 

I.  Virginia u nder the London Company, 1606-1624 
 

 Edward Maria, Wingfield, President of the Council ..........................  May 14-September 10, 1607 

 John Ratcliffe, President of the Council ....................................  September 10, 1607-July 22, 1608 

 Matthew Scrivener, President of the Council ......................................  July 22-September 10, 1608  

 John Smith, President of the Council ....................................  September 10, 1608-September 1609 

 George Percy, President of the Council .........................................  September 1609-May 23, 1610 

 Thomas West, Baron De La Warr, Governor .................................................................  1609-1618 

  ñHeld title until his death, June 7, 1618; represented for most of his term by deputiesò: 

   Sir Thomas Gates, Governor ...............................................................  May 23-June 10, 1610 

   Thomas West, Baron De La Warr, Governor in Virginia .......  June 10, 1610-March 28, 1611 

   George Percy, Deputy Governor ......................................................  March 28-May 19, 1611 

   Sir Thomas Dale, Deputy Governor ...............................................  May 19- August 16, 1611 

   Sir Thomas Gates, Lieutenant Governor ........................................  August 1611-March 1614 

   Sir Thomas Dale, Lieutenant Governor .............................................  March 1614-April 1616 

   George Yeardley, Deputy Governor ...............................................  April 1616-May 15, 1617 

   Samuel Argall, Deputy .........................................................................  May 1617-April 1619 

 Sir George Yeardley, Governor ...............................................  April 18, 1619-November 18, 1621 

 Sir Francis Wyatt, Governor ...........................................................  November 18, 1621-May 1624 

 

II.  Virginia under the King, 1624-1652 
 

 Sir Francis Wyatt, Governor and Captain General .......................................................... 1624-1626 

 Sir George Yeardley, Governor and Captain General ..................................................... 1626-1627 

 Francis West, President of the Council and Acting Governor ......................................... 1627-1629 

 John Pott, President of the Council and Acting Governor ............................................... 1629-1630 

 Sir John Harvey, Governor and Captain General, resided in Virginia ............................ 1630-1635 

 John West, President of the Council and Acting Governor ............................................. 1635-1637 

 Sir John Harvey, Governor and Captain General, resided in Virginia ............................ 1637-1639 

 Sir Francis Wyatt, Governor and Captain General .......................................................... 1639-1642 

 Sir William Berkley, Governor and Captain General ...................................................... 1642-1644 

 Richard Kemp (Kempe), President of the Council and Acting Governor ....................... 1644-1645 

 Sir William Berkley, Governor ....................................................................................... 1645-1652 

 

III. Virginia  under the Commonwealth of England, 1652-1660 
 

 Richard Bennett, Governor, elected by the General Assembly ....................................... 1652-1655 

 Edward Digges (Diggs), Governor, elected by the General Assembly ........................... 1655-1656 

 Samuel Matthews, Jr., Governor, elected by the General Assembly ............................... 1656-1660 

 Sir William Berkley, Governor, elected by the General Assembly .......................................... 1660 

 

IV. Virginia again a Royal Province, 1660-1776 
 

 Sir William Berkeley, Governor ..................................................................................... 1660-1661 

 Francis Morrison (Moryson), Lieutenant Governor ........................................................ 1661-1662 

 Sir William Berkeley, Governor ..................................................................................... 1662-1677 

 Thomas Culpeper, Governor ........................................................................................... 1677-1683 

  Represented by duties during his absence for the following terms: 

   Sir Herbert Jeffreys (Jeffries), Lieutenant Governor .............................................. 1677-1678 

   Sir Henry Chicheley, Deputy Governor .................................................................. 1678-1680 

 Thomas Culpeper, Governor, resided in Virginia ................................................ May-August 1680 

 Sir Henry Chicheley, Deputy Governor ............................................. August 1680-December 1682 

 Thomas Culpeper, Governor .................................................................. December 1682-May 1683 

 Nicholas Spencer, President of the Council .................................................................... 1683-1684 

 Francis Howard, Baron of Effingham, Governor resided in Virginia ............................. 1684-1689 

  Represented by the following individuals in his absence: 

Nathaniel Bacon, President of the Council ............................................ June-September 1684 

 July-September 1687 
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 February 1689-June 1690 

Colonel Francis Nicholson, Lieutenant Governor ........................ June 1690-September 1692 

Sir Edmund Andros, Governor ....................................................................................... 1692-1698 

Colonel Francis Nicholson, Governor ............................................................................. 1698-1705 

 Represented by the following during brief absences: 

  William Byrd, President of the Council ............................................ September-October 1700 

   April -June 1703 

   August-September 1704 

Edward Knott, Governor ................................................................................................. 1705-1706 

Edmund Jennings, President of the Council .................................................................... 1706-1708 

Robert Hunter, Governor, captured by the French and never reached Virginia .............. 1707-1709 

  Edmund Jennings, Lieutenant Governor and Deputy to Hunter ............................. 1708-1710 

George Hamilton, Earl of Orkney, Governor .................................................................. 1710-1737 

 Never went to Virginia and was represented by the following: 

  Alexander Spotswood, Lieutenant Governor .......................................................... 1710-1722 

  Hugh Drysdale, Lieutenant Governor ..................................................................... 1722-1726 

  Robert Carter, President of the Council .................................................................. 1726-1727 

  Sir William Gooch, Lieutenant Governor ............................................................... 1727-1749 

   James Blair, President of the Council (acted during Gooches absence) ............. 1740-1741 

William Anne Keppel, Governor .................................................................................... 1737-1754 

 Never went to Virginia and was represented by the following deputies: 

  Thomas Lee, President of the Council ................................. September 1749-November 1750 

  Lewis Burwell, President of the Council ............................. November 1750-November 1751 

  Robert Dinwiddie, Lieutenant Governor ................................................................ 1751-1758 

John Cambel, Earl of Loudoun, Governor ...................................................................... 1756-1759 

 Never went to Virginia and was represented by the following deputies: 

  John Blair, President of the Council ........................................................... January-June 1758 

  Francis Fauquier, Lieutenant Governor .................................................................. 1758-1768 

Sir Jeffrey Amherst, Governor ........................................................................................ 1759-1768 

John Blair, President of the Council ............................................................... March-October 1768 

Norborne Berkeley, Governor......................................................................................... 1768-1770 

William Nelson, President of the Council ....................................................................... 1770-1771 

John Murray, Earl of Dunmore, Governor ...................................................................... 1771-1775 

 

V. Virginia in Revolt ï The Convention Period 
 

 Peyton Randolph, President of the Virginia Convention of 1774, March 1775, and July 1775 

 Edmund Pendleton, President of the Virginia Convention of December 1775 and May 1776 

 

VI.  Governors under the Commonwealth 1776-1852 (chosen by the State Legislature) 
 

 Patrick Henry, Governor ................................................................................................. 1776-1779 

 Thomas Jefferson, Governor ........................................................................................... 1779-1781 

 William Fleming, member of the Council of State acting as Governor .......... June 4-June 12, 1781 

 Thomas Nelson, Jr., Governor ....................................................................... June-November 1781 

 David Jameson, member of the Council of State acting as Governor .......... November 22-30, 1781 

 Benjamin Harrison, Governor ......................................................................................... 1781-1784 

 Patrick Henry, Governor ................................................................................................. 1784-1786 

 Edmund Randolph, Governor ......................................................................................... 1786-1788 

 Beverly Randolph, Governor .......................................................................................... 1788-1791 

 Henry Lee, Governor ...................................................................................................... 1791-1794 

 Robert Brooke, Governor................................................................................................ 1794-1796 

 James Wood, Governor ................................................................................................... 1796-1799 

 Hardin Gurnley, member of the Council of State acting as Governor ............ December 7-11, 1799 

 John Pendleton, member of the Council of State acting as Governor .......... December 11-19, 1799 

 James Monroe, Governor ................................................................................................ 1799-1802 

 John Page, Governor ....................................................................................................... 1802-1805 

 William H. Cabell, Governor .......................................................................................... 1805-1808 

 John Tyler, Sr., Governor ............................................................................................... 1808-1811 

 George William Smith, member of the Council of State acting as Governor .... January 15-19,1811 

 James Monroe, Governor .......................................................................... January 19-April 3, 1811 

 George William Smith, member of the Council of State 
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  Acting as Governor ............................................................................. April 3-December 6, 1811 

 George William Smith, Governor .................................................................. December 6-26, 1811 

 Peyton Randolph, member of the Council of State 

  Acting as Governor ............................................................. December 27, 1811-January 4, 1812 

 James Barbour, Governor ............................................................................................... 1812-1814 

 Wilson Cary Nicholas, Governor .................................................................................... 1814-1816 

 James P. Preston, Governor ............................................................................................ 1816-1819 

 Thomas Mann Randolph, Governor ................................................................................ 1819-1822 

 James Pleasants, Governor .............................................................................................. 1822-1825 

 John Tyler, Jr., Governor ................................................................................................ 1825-1827 

 William B. Giles, Governor ............................................................................................ 1827-1830 

 John Floyd, Governor ..................................................................................................... 1830-1834 

 Littleton Waller Tazewell, Governor .............................................................................. 1834-1836 

 Wyndham Roberts, member of the Council of State 

  Acting as Governor ............................................................................... March 1836-March 1837 

 David Campbell, Governor ............................................................................................. 1837-1840 

 Thomas Walker Gilmer, Governor ................................................................................. 1840-1841 

 John Mercer Patton, member of the Council of State acting as Governor .......... March 20-31, 1841 

 John Rutherford, member of the Council of State 

  Acting as Governor ............................................................................... March 1841-March 1842 

 John M. Gregory, member of the Council of State 

  Acting as Governor ............................................................................. March 1842-January 1843 

 James McDowell, Governor ........................................................................................... 1843-1846 

 William Smith, Governor................................................................................................ 1846-1849 

 John Buchanan Floyd, Governor .................................................................................... 1849-1852 

 

VII.  Governors under the Commonwealth 1852-Present (Elected by Popular Vote) 
 

 Joseph Jonson, Governor, ............................................................................................... 1852-1856 

 Henry Alexander Wise, Governor,.................................................................................. 1856-1860 

 John Letcher, Governor .................................................................................................. 1860-1864 

 William Smith, Governor................................................................................................ 1864-1865 

 Francis Harrison Pierpoint, Provisional Governor ......................................... May 1865-April 1868 

 Henry H. Wells, Provisional Governor ................................................. April 1868-September1869 

 Gilbert C. Walker, Provisional Governor ..................................... September 1869-December 1869 

 Gilbert C. Walker, Governor........................................................................................... 1870-1874 

 James Lawson Kemper, Governor .................................................................................. 1874-1878 

 Frederick W. M. Hilliday, Governor ............................................................................... 1878-1882 

 William E. Cameron, Governor ...................................................................................... 1882-1886 

 Fitzhugh Lee, Governor .................................................................................................. 1886-1890 

 Philip W. Mckenny, Governor ........................................................................................ 1890-1894 

 Charles T. OôFerrall, Governor ....................................................................................... 1894-1898 

 James Hoge Tyler, Governor .......................................................................................... 1898-1902 

 Andrew Jackson Montague, Governor ............................................................................ 1902-1906 

 Claude A. Swanson, Governor ........................................................................................ 1906-1910 

 William Hodges Mann, Governor ................................................................................... 1910-1914 

 Henry Carter Stuart, Governor ........................................................................................ 1914-1918 

 Westmoreland Davis, Governor ...................................................................................... 1918-1922 

 E. Lee Trinkle, Governor ................................................................................................ 1922-1926 

 Harry F. Byrd, Governor ................................................................................................. 1926-1930 

 John Garland Pollard, Governor ..................................................................................... 1930-1934 

 James H. Price, Governor ............................................................................................... 1934-1938 

 George C. Peery, Governor ............................................................................................. 1938-1942 

 Colgate W. Darden, Jr., Governor................................................................................... 1942-1946 

 William M. Tuck, Governor ........................................................................................... 1946-1950 

 John Stewart Battle, Governor ........................................................................................ 1950-1954 

 Thomas B. Stanley, Governor ......................................................................................... 1954-1958 

 J. Lindsay Almond, Jr., Governor ................................................................................... 1958-1962 

 Albertis S. Harrison, Jr., Governor ................................................................................. 1962-1966 

 Mills E. Godwin, Jr., Governor ....................................................................................... 1966-1970 

 A. Linwood Holton, Governor ........................................................................................ 1970-1974 

 Mills E. Godwin, Jr., Governor ....................................................................................... 1974-1978 
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 John N. Dalton, Governor ............................................................................................... 1978-1982 

 Charles S. Robb, Governor ............................................................................................. 1982-1986 

 Gerald L. Baliles, Governor ............................................................................................ 1986-1990 

 Lawrence Douglas Wilder, Governor ............................................................................. 1990-1994 

 George Allen, Governor.................................................................................................. 1994-1998 

 James S. Gilmore, III, Governor ..................................................................................... 1998-2002 

        Mark R. Warner, Governor ............................................................................................. 2002-2006 

 Timothy M. Kaine, Governor ......................................................................................... 2006-2010 

   Robert F. McDonnell, Governor ..................................................................................... 2010-2014 

   Terence R. McAuliffe, Governor .................................................................................... 2014-2018 

 

  

 

It is difficult to compile a clear and comprehensive list of governors for the colonial period because of the 

governmental and administrative changes made in England, and due to the proxy system whereby the 

person bearing the title of Governor often resided in England while a deputy resided in the colony.  

During the exploration or pre-colonization period, the territory that became Virginia was directly under 

the crown.  Under the charter granted to the London Company, the early government of Virginia was a 

company appointed council and president, often spoken of as governor. The first man ever to have the 

title ñgovernorò was Lord Delaware, appointed in 1609.  When the London Company lost its charter in 

1624, Virginia became a royal colony, and the governor was appointed by the crown.  Those appointed to 

the position often resided in England and were represented in Virginia by deputies.  During this period 

Virginia still remained a resident council and if the governor or deputy governor was absent from the 

colony the president of the council served as acting governor.  There was a break in royal control after 

the Civil War in England when Parliament allowed the colony to be almost completely self-governed.  

From 1652 to 1660 the General Assembly elected four Governors.  Royal authority was restored in 1660, 

and from that date until the American Revolution in 1776 the Governors were appointed by the crown. 

 

After the colony declared independence, a constitution was adopted which provided for the election of 

the governor by the General Assembly for a one-year term.  A governor could be reelected to serve a 

total of three consecutive years.  He could be reelected again only after a break in service.  From 1776 to 

1852 the governor was chosen by the state legislature.  When the office became vacant by death or 

resignation, the senior member of the Council of the State acted as governor until the Assembly was able 

to choose a successor.  The Constitution of 1851 abolished the Council of State and provided for the 

popular election of the Governor for a four-year term.  With the exception of the Reconstruction period 

1865-1869, when provisional governors were designated by federal authorities, the governor has been 

elected by popular vote since 1852. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information on Virginia Governors was obtained from A Hornbook of Virginia History, third edition, 

Edited by Emily J. Salmon, 1983. 
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SECRETARIES OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA  

 

Gabriel Archer, Recorder ................. 1607-1609 

William Strachey.............................. 1610-1611 

Ralph Hamor, Jr ............................... 1611-1614 

John Rolfe ........................................ 1614-1619 

John Pory ......................................... 1619-1621 

Christopher Davison......................... 1621-1623 

William Claiborne ............................ 1625-1635 

Richard Kemp .................................. 1635-1649 

Richard Lee ...................................... 1649-1652 

William Claiborne ............................ 1652-1660 

Thomas Ludwell .............................. 1661-1678 

Philip Ludwell ........................................... 1678 

Daniel Parke ..................................... 1678-1679 

Nicholas Spencer.............................. 1679-1689 

William Cole .................................... 1689-1692 

Christopher Robinson....................... 1692-1693 

Ralph Wormeley .............................. 1693-1701 

Edmund Jennings ............................. 1702-1712 

William Cocke ................................. 1712-1720 

Edmund Jennings ............................. 1720-1722 

John Carter ....................................... 1712-1743 

Thomas Nelson ................................ 1743-1788 

John Harvie ...................................... 1788-1800 

Daniel L. Hylton .............................. 1801-1811 

William Robertson ........................... 1811-1820 

John Burfoot..................................... 1820-1821 

William H. Richardson ..................... 1821-1852 

George W. Munford ......................... 1853-1865 

Charles H. Lewis  ............................. 1865-1867 

John M. Herndon.............................. 1867-1869 

Brevet Col. Garrick Mallery (appointed under 

Special Orders No. 68, Hdqrts., First Military 

District) ............................................ 1869-1870 

 

James McDonald .............................. 1870-1879 

Thomas T. Flournoy* ...................... 1880-1881 

William C. Elam .............................. 1882-1883 

Henry W. Flournoy .......................... 1884-1893 

Joseph T. Lawless ............................ 1894-1900 

David Q. Eggleston .......................... 1901-1910 

B. O. Jones ....................................... 1910-1926 

Martin A. Hutchinson ...................... 1927-1929 

Peter H. Saunders............................. 1930-1937 

Raymond L. Jackson ........................ 1938-1941 

Ralph E. Wilkins .............................. 1942-1944 

Thelma Y. Gordon, acting ............... 1945-1946 

Jesse W. Dillon ................................ 1946-1948 

M. W. Armistead ...................................... 1948 

Thelma Y. Gordon ........................... 1948-1952 

Martha Bell Conway ........................ 1952-1970 

Cynthia Newman ............................. 1970-1974 

Patricia Perkinson ............................ 1974-1978 

Stanford E. Parris ...................................... 1978 

Frederick T. Gray, Jr. ....................... 1978-1981 

Marilyn Lussen, acting .................... 1981-1982 

Laurie Naismith ............................... 1982-1985 

H. Benson Dendy, III ....................... 1985-1986 

Sandra D. Bowen ............................. 1986-1990 

Pamela M. Womack ......................... 1990-1993 

Scott Bates ................................................ 1993 

Penelope Anderson, acting ............... 1993-1994 

Betsy Davis Beamer......................... 1994-1998 

Anne P. Petera ................................. 1998-2002 

Anita A. Rimler ............................... 2002-2006 

Daniel G. LeBlanc .................................... 2006 

Katherine K. Hanley ........................ 2006-2010 

Janet V. Kellyééééééééé2010-2014 

Levar M. Stoneyéééééééé2014-2018 

*From 1801-1830 this official was designated 

only as ñClerk of the Council of Stateò or ñClerk 

of the Privy Councilò; later the phrase ñKeeper 

of the Public Sealò was added.
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Terence R. McAuliffe 
 

Governor 2014 - 2018 
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Paul Reagan 
  

Chief of Staff 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR  
  

Location: Office of the Governor Mailing: Office of the Governor 

  1111 East Broad Street, 3
rd
 Floor Post Office Box 1475 

  Richmond, Virginia 23219 Richmond, VA 23218 

  Tel. (804) 786-2211   Fax (804) 371-6351 

  Internet:  www.governor.virginia.gov 

 

Terence R. McAuliffe ............................................................................................................. Governor 

Paul Reagan. ....................................................................................................................... Chief of Staff 

Suzette Denslow. .................................................................................................... Deputy Chief of Staff  

Debbie Puzzo ............................................................................... Confidential Assistant to the Governor 

Kimberly Steinhoff ..................... Confidential Assistant to the Chief of Staff and Deputy Chief of Staff 

John Heflin ........................................................................................... Special Assistant to the Governor  

Darryl Holt ......................................................................................................... Governorôs Receptionist 

Carlos Hopkins ................................................................................................... Counsel to the Governor 

Tracy Retchin  ........................................................ Deputy Counsel to the Governor and Policy Advisor 

Anna James ...................................................................................................................... Policy Director  

Felix Sarfo-Kantanka ................................................................................................ Legislative Director  

Jay Swanson ......................................................................................................... Deputy Policy Director 

Jennifer Wicker ............................................................................................ Deputy Legislative Director 

Randy Marcus. ........................................................................... Senior Advisor for Policy Development 

Lisette Carbajalé ................................ Special Assistant for Policy Analysis and Community Outreach 

Rushawna Senior............................................................................................................... Policy Analyst 

Brian Coy .................................................................................................... Director of Communications 

Christina Nuckols ..........................................................................   Deputy Director of Communications 

Rachel Thomas ................................................................................................. Traveling Press Secretary 

Asif Bhavnagri ..................................................................................   Special Assistant for Press Affairs 

Michaele White .................................................................................................. Visual Arts Coordinator 

Carrie Caumont .................................................................................................... Director of Scheduling 

Liz Natonski ............................................................................................. Deputy Director of Scheduling  

Liza Bray ................................................................................................................... Assistant Scheduler 

Reginald McKoy ............................................... Director of Constituent Services and Case Management 

Ninette Linkous ........................................................... Senior Special Assistant for Constituent Services 

Ian Ceraolo ..............................................................................Special Assistant for Constituent Services 

Ryan OôToole ..........................................................................Special Assistant for Constituent Services 

Rachel Levy ............................................................................Special Assistant for Constituent Services 

Glenda Andes ..........................................................................Special Assistant for Constituent Services 

 

OFFICE OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS   
 

Location: 444 North Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 214 

 Washington, D.C.  20001 

 Tel. (202) 783-1769   Fax (202) 783-7687 
  

Maribel Ramos ............................................................................................................................ Director 

Traci DeShazor ............................................................................................................... Deputy Director 

Zaki Barzinji ................................................................................................................... Deputy Director  

 

OFFICE OF THE STATE INSPECTOR GENERAL                               
 

Location: 101 N. 14
th
 Street, 7

th
 Floor 

 Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 Tel. (804) 625-3255   Fax (804) 786-2341 

 Internet: https://www.osig.virginia.gov 
 

June Jenningsééééééééééééééééééééééééé... State Inspector General 

Vacant ................  ééééééééééééééééééé.é....Deputy State Inspector General 

Vacant .............................................. Director, Behavioral Health and Developmental Services Division 

Nicholson Broughtonéééééé...Director, Investigative and Law Enforcement Services Division  

John Spooner .............................................................................. Director, Performance Review Services  

Vernon Harry .................................................................. Manager, Internal Audit and Training Services  

Sherri Carneal ........................................................................................................... Executive Secretary  

http://www.governor.virginia.gov/


EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

20 
 

 

GOVERNORôS CABINET SECRETARIES AND AGENCY HEADS 
 

Nancy Rodrigues  Secretary of Administration 
 

Gina Burgin ...................................................................................... Deputy Secretary of Administration 

Susan Swecker ............................................................................................. Chair, Compensation Board 

Edgardo Cortés .......................................................................... Commissioner, Department of Elections 

Richard Sliwoski ..................................................................... Director, Department of General Services 

Sara Redding Wilson......................................... Director, Department of Human Resource Management 
 

Todd P. Haymore Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry 

 

Sam Towell. ...................................................................... Deputy Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry 

Carrie Chenery. .............................................................. Assistant Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry 

Sandra J. Adams ...............................Commissioner, Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Crafton Wilkes ..................................................................................... Administrator, Milk Commission 

Bettina King ................................................................................. State Forester, Department of Forestry 

 

Maurice A. Jones  Secretary of Commerce and Trade 
 

Mary Rae Carter  ..........................................................................Special Advisor for Rural Partnerships 

Elizabeth Creamer  ......................................................................... Advisor for Workforce Development 

Syd Dorsey ............................................................ Advisor for Small Business Equity and Development 

Hayes Framme .................................................................... Advisor for Infrastructure and Development 

Larry Wilder.............................................................Advisor for Social Entrepreneurism and Innovation 

Rita D. McClenny ..................................................... President and CEO, Virginia Tourism Corporation 

Timothy Pfohl ................................................ Interim Executive Director, Tobacco Indemnification and  

                                                                                                    Community Revitalization Commission  

C. Ray Davenport ....................................................... Commissioner, Department of Labor and Industry 

Conrad T. Spangler, III ......................................... Director, Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy  

Salvatore Lupica ........................................... Acting Commissioner, Virginia Employment Commission 

Stephanie Hamlett ...................................................... Executive Director, Virginia Resources Authority 

Tracy Jeter ............................................. Director, Department of Small Business and Supplier Diversity  

William C. Shelton ............................... Director, Department of Housing and Community Development 

Jay W. DeBoer ................................ Director, Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation 

 

Levar M. Stoney Secretary of the Commonwealth 
 

Kelly Thomasson Mercer. ......................................................... Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth 

 

Anne Holton Secretary of Education 
 

Dietra Y. Trent, Ph.D. .............................................................................. Deputy Secretary of Education 

Jennie OôHolleran .................................................................................... Deputy Secretary of Education 

Margaret Vanderhye............................................. Executive Director, Virginia Commission for the Arts 

Dr. Steven Staples. .......................................................................... Superintendent of Public Instruction  

 

Richard D. Brown Secretary of Finance 
 

Janet Aylor .................................................................................................. Deputy Secretary of Finance 

Neil Miller ................................................................................................... Deputy Secretary of Finance 

Daniel S. Timberlake ........................................................ Director, Department of Planning and Budget 

Craig M. Burns .................................................................... Tax Commissioner, Department of Taxation 

David A. Von Moll ....................................................................... Comptroller, Department of Accounts 

Manju Ganeriwala ............................................................... State Treasurer, Department of the Treasury 
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William A. Ha zel, Jr. MD Secretary of Health and Human Resources 
 

Jennifer Lee, MD ...................................................... Deputy Secretary of Health and Human Resources 

K. Joseph Flores ........................................................ Deputy Secretary of Health and Human Resources 

Raymond E. Hopkins ..........................  Commissioner, Department for the Blind and Visually Impaired 

James A. Rothrock ............................ Commissioner, Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services 

Cynthia Jones ........................................................ Director, Department of Medical Assistance Services 

Margaret Schultze ............................................................ Commissioner, Department of Social Services 

Marty Kilgore .............................................. Executive Director, Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth 

Ronald L. Lanier ............................................... Director, Department for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing 

David E. Brown, D.C. .......................................................... Director, Department of Health Professions 

Debra Ferguson, Ph.Dééé. Commissioner, Dept. of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 

Marissa Levine, MD...................................................................... Commissioner, Department of Health 

 

Molly Joseph Ward  Secretary of Natural Resources 
 

Evan Feinman ............................................................................. Deputy Secretary of Natural Resources 

Russ Baxter éééééééééééééé ....... Deputy Secretary for Chesapeake Bay Restoration 

David K. Paylor............................................................. Director, Department of Environmental Quality 

Julie V. Langan .................................................................... Director, Department of Historic Resources 

Clyde Cristman .................................................... Director, Department of Conservation and Recreation 

John M. R. Bull .............................................................. Commissioner, Marine Resources Commission 

 

Brian J. Moran  Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security 
 

Adam K. Thiel .............................................. Deputy Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security 

Tonya D. Vincent .......................................... Deputy Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security 

Victoria H. Cochran ...................................... Deputy Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security 

Jeffrey Painter. ........................................................................ Chair, Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

Karen D. Brown ................................................................................... Chairman, Virginia Parole Board 

Jeffrey D. Stern, Ph.D ................................. State Coordinator, Department of Emergency Management 

Francine C. Ecker ....................................................... Director, Department of Criminal Justice Services 

Harold W. Clarke ............................................................................ Director, Department of Corrections 

Andrew K. Block, Jr.................................................................. Director, Department of Juvenile Justice 

Colonel W. Steven Flaherty ................................................. Superintendent, Department of State Police 

Melvin D. Carter ......................................................................... Director, Department of Fire Programs 

Linda C. Jackson ..................................................................... Director, Department of Forensic Science 

Brigadier General Timothy P. Williams ..................... Adjutant General, Department of Military Affairs 

 

Karen R. Jackson Secretary of Technology 
 

Anthony Fung ....................................................................................... Deputy Secretary of Technology 

Samuel A. Nixon, Jr .................. Chief Information Officer, Virginia Information Technologies Agency 

 

Aubrey L. Layne, Jr. Secretary of Transportation 
 

Grindly Johnson ................................................................................ Deputy Secretary of Transportation 

Nick Donohue ................................................................................... Deputy Secretary of Transportation 

Randall P Burdette ............................................................................... Director, Department of Aviation 

Jennifer Mitchell ............................................... Director, Department of Rail and Public Transportation  

Richard D. Holcomb ....................................................... Commissioner, Department of Motor Vehicles 

Charles A. Kilpatrick, P.E. ................................................ Commissioner, Department of Transportation  

 

John C. Harvey, Jr. Secretary of Veterans Affairs and Defense Affairs  
 

Jaime Areizaga-Soto ................................................. Deputy Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs  

John L. Newby, II ....................................................... Commissioner, Department of Veterans Services  
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GOVERNORôS FELLOWS 

 

The Governorôs Fellows Program, initiated in 1982, offers talented young people firsthand experience in 

the processes of state government. Fellows are assigned to a member of the Governorôs Cabinet or 

personal staff.  Modeled somewhat after the White House Fellows program, Virginiaôs program 

encourages Fellows to consider a career in government or public service.   

 

Applicants must be rising or graduating seniors or enrolled as degree candidates in graduate or 

professional schools.  Students enrolled in Virginia colleges or universities, public or private, may apply, 

regardless of state of residence.  Virginia residents enrolled in out-of-state institutions, public or private, 

may also apply.   

 

2014 Governorôs Fellows 

 

Melissa Assaloneééé..ééééééééééééééééVirginia Commonwealth University 

Micah Barbour..éééé.éééééé.ééééééééééééé.James Madison University 

Cody Bowené.ééééé.éééééééééVirginia Polytechnic Institute and State University  

Will Brown éééééé...éééééééé..ééééééééééé.Georgetown University  

Benjamin Bruni ééééé..éééééé..ééééé.é..ééééééééé.Elon University  

Margaret Chambers éééé.ééééééééééééééééééé..University of Virginia  

Danielle Crowley..ééééééééééééé,ééééééé.Christopher Newport University  

Robert Drewryé.ééééé..éééééééééééééééééééé.é..Elon University  

Rachel Dyer ééééééé..ééééééé..éééééé.Virginia Commonwealth University  

Daniel Humphreys  éééé..ééééééé..éééééééééé.James Madison University 

Jack Irvin éééééééé...éééééééééééééééééééUniversity of Virginia  

  Amy Kochert éééééééé..éééééé. Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

Daniel Ku ééééééééé.ééééé.ééééééé.. Virginia Commonwealth University 

Allison Miessler ééééééé.éééééééééééé. Virginia Commonwealth University 

  Amanda Mikajlo éééééééééééé.ééééééééé...Virginia Wesleyan University  

Nate Morawetz éééééééé...é..ééééééééééééé.éé University of Virginia  

Cassandra Morgan éééééééééééééééééé.. Virginia Commonwealth University  

Owais Naeemé..éééééééé..éééééééééééééééé..University of Virginia  

Elise Orlick éééééééééé...ééééééé.éééé The College of William and Mary 

Christopher Palmer éé..ééééé..éééééééé.ééééééé.. University of Virginia 

Delaney Perdue ééééééééé..éééé. Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

Roberto Reyes éééééééééé.éééé Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

Sarah Scaffidi ééééééééééé.é..ééééééé.éé Washington and Lee University  

Meredith Scott ééééééééééé..ééééééééééééé.. University of Kentucky 

Biniam Tesfamariam ééééééééé.éééé.éééééé.éééé Hampton University 
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OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY  
 

Location: Office of the First Lady 

 1111 East Broad Street, 4
th
 Floor 

 Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 Tel. (804) 663-7490   Fax (804) 786-4546 

 Internet: https://governor.virginia.gov/about-the-governor/the-first-lady/ 

 

Dorothy McAuliffe .................................................................................................................. First Lady 

Lincoln Saunders...................................................................................... Chief of Staff to the First Lady 

Liza Purcell .................................................................................... Executive Assistant to the First Lady

https://governor.virginia.gov/about-the-governor/the-first-lady/
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OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR   
 

Location: Office of the Lieutenant Governor 

 102 Governor Street 

 Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 Tel. (804) 786-2078   Fax (804) 786-7514 

 TTY/TDD 800-828-1120   

 Internet:  www.ltgov.virginia.gov 

 

Ralph S. Northam, MD ............................................................................................ Lieutenant Governor 

Clark Mercer ....................................................................................................................... Chief of Staff 

Holly Coy ................................................................................ Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs

http://www.ltgov.virginia.gov/
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL    
 

Location: 900 East Main Street 

 Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 Tel. (804) 786-2071 Fax: (804) 786-1991 

 TDD: (804) 371-8946 

 Internet:  http://www.ag.virginia.gov/ 

 

Executive Office Tel. (804)-786-2071 Fax (804) 786-1991  

 

Mark Herring ................................................................................................................ Attorney General 

Cynthia E. Hudson .................................................................................. Chief Deputy Attorney General 

Kevin OôHolleran ................................................................................................................ Chief of Staff 

Rachael Lawless ........................................................................................................................ Scheduler 

Michael Kelly ................................................................................................ Director of Communication 

Brittany Anderson ........................................................... Director of Legislative and Constituent Affairs 

Lynette Plummer ........ Executive Assistant to the Attorney General and Chief Deputy Attorney General 

Jon Ward ............................................ Confidential Assistant & Executive Aide to the Attorney General 

 

Administration Division  Tel. (804) 786-2071 Fax (804) 786-1991 
 

Leigh Archer .................................................................................................. Director of Administration 

http://www.ag.virginia.gov/
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Tonya Woodson ........................................................................................ Director of Human Resources 

Christie A. Wells ........................................................................................................ Director of Finance 

Nicole Monroe ...................................................................................... Director of Information Systems 

Connie J. Newcomb ................................................................................... Director of Office Operations 

Linda F. Browning ..................................................................................... Employee Relations Manager 

Mary Vail Ware ........................................... Director, Programs and Community Outreach Coordinator  

Shawri King-Casey ..................................................................... Compliance and Transparency Counsel 

Lane Kneedler ............................................................................ Senior Counsel to the Attorney General 

Meghan OôBrien .......................................................................... Outside Counsel Program Coordinator 

Walt Smiley .................................................................................................................. Program Director 

 

Civil Litigation Division  Tel. (804) 786-2071 Fax (804) 371-2087 
 

Rhodes Ritenour ................................................................................................Deputy Attorney General 

C. Meade Browder, Jr. ................................................ Chief, Insurance and Utilities Regulatory Section 

Christy E. Harris-Lipford ................................................................... Chief, Division of Debt Collection 

David B. Irvin ............................................................. Chief, Antitrust and Consumer Litigation Section 

Richard T. McGrath ..................................................................... Chief, Construction Litigation Section 

Peter R. Messitt ......................................................................................................... Chief, Trial Section 

Francis W. Pedrotty .............................................................................. Director, Health Professions Unit 

Tom Payne ........................................................................... Director, Civil Rights/Fair Housing Section 

 

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Division                       Tel. (804) 786-2071 Fax (804) 371-0151 
 

Linda Bryant .....................................................................................................Deputy Attorney General 

Randall L. Clouse ................................. Director and Chief, Health Care Fraud and Elder Abuse Section 

Steven T. Buck ............................... Chief Section Counsel, Health Care Fraud and Elder Abuse Section 

Mike Jagels ......................................................... Director, Major Crimes and Emerging Threats Section 

Susan B. Curwood ........................................................................... Director, Tobacco Enforcement Unit 

Alice Armstrong ................................................. Director of Actual Innocence & Capital Litigation Unit 

Mike Jagels ........................................................... Acting Director, Financial Crime Intelligence Center 

Samuel E. Fishel, IV .............................................................................. Chief, Computer Crime Section 

Richard ñDickò Vorhis .................................................................. Chief, Correctional Litigation Section 

Michael T. Judge .................................................................................Chief, Criminal Litigation Section 

Katherine B. Burnett .............................................................................. Director, Capital Litigation Unit 

Jill M. Ryan .............................................. Chief, Sexually Violent Predators Civil Commitment Section 

 

Health, Education and Social Services Division ................... Tel. (804) 786-2071 Fax (804) 371-8718 
 

Cynthia Bailey ..................................................................................................Deputy Attorney General 

Ronald C. Forehand .......................................................................................... Chief, Education Section 

Allyson K. Tysinger ..........................................................Chief, Mental Health/Health Services Section 

Beth J. Edwards............................................................... Chief, Division of Child Support Enforcement 

Kim F. Piner ....................................................................... Chief, Medicaid and Social Services Section 

 

Solicitor General                                                                     Tel. (804) 786-2071 Fax (804) 786-1991 
 

Stuart Raphael ................................................................................................................Solicitor General 

Kim E. Taylor ........................................................................................................... Executive Assistant 

Tim Oksman................................................................................................................. Opinions Counsel 

Amanda McGuire .............................................................................................. Publications Coordinator 

 

Technology & Procurement, Environment and Finance Division 

Tel. (804) 786-2071   Fax (804) 786-1991 
 

John W. Daniel, II .............................................................................................Deputy Attorney General 

Lynne Rhode ................................................................................................ Chief, Environment Section 

Heather Lockerman ............................................ Chief, Financial Law and Government Support Section 

Kristina Perry Stoney ......................................... Chief, Financial Law and Government Support Section 

John S. Westrick ................................................................ Chief, Technology and Procurement Section 
K. Michelle Welch ............................................................................................... ABC and Gaming Unit 
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Construction Litigation, Real Estate & Land Use, Transportation Division   

Tel. (804) 786-2071   Fax (804) 786-1991 

 

Jeffrey Bourne ...................................................................................................Deputy Attorney General 

Jeff Allen .................................................................................................... Chief, Transportation Section 

Steven O. Owens ...................................................................... Chief, Real Estate and Land Use Section 

Richard McGrath................................................................. Chief, Real Estate and Construction Section 

 

Regional Offices 

 

Northern Virginia: 

10555 Main Street, Suite 350 

Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

Tel. (703) 277-3540 

Fax (703) 277-3547 

 

Western: 

3033 Peters Creek Road 

Roanoke, Virginia 24019 

Tel. (540) 562-3570 

Fax (540) 562-3576 

 

Southwest: 

204 Abingdon Place 

Abingdon, Virginia 24211 

Tel. (276) 628-2759 

Fax (276) 628-4375 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH   

 

Location: Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth 

 1111 East Broad Street, 4
th
 Floor 

 Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 Tel. (804) 786-2441   Fax (804) 371-0017 

 Internet:  www.commonwealth.virginia.gov 

 

Levar M. Stoney ......................................................................................................................... Secretary 

Kelly Thomasson. ......................................................................................................... Deputy Secretary 

Denise Burch ............................................................................................................. Executive Assistant 

 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth serves Virginians by managing extraditions, clemency petitions, 

restoration of civil  rights, service of process, authenticating foreign adoption documents, certifying 

notary publics, handling lobbyist registration, disclosures and conflict of interest filings.  In addition, the 

office assists the Governor in the appointments of over 4,000 qualified and service-minded individuals to 

serve on Virginia's boards and commissions.  

 

The Secretary acts as the Governorôs liaison to Virginiaôs Indian Tribes, as well as administrator of the 

Council on Women.   

http://www.commonwealth.virginia.gov/
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AUTHENTICATIONS, NOTARY AND RECEPTION OPERATIONS  

 

 Jennifer Crown ............................................................................................................................ Director 

 Janet Marcus ................................................................................................................. Notary Specialist   

 Martha Olave ................................................................................................................ Notary Specialist 

 Maria Ochoa.................................................................................................... Authentications Specialist 

 Michelle Thomas............................................................................................. Authentications Specialist  

 

CLEMENCY  DIVISION  

 

 Jennifer Crown ............................................................................................................. Pardons Specialist 

 

CONFLICT S OF INTEREST DIVISION  

 

 Margaret D. Sacks ....................................................................................................................... Director 

 

EXTRADITION DIVISION  

 

 Patricia Tucker ............................................................................................................................ Director  

 

GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS DIVISION  

 

 Lana Westfall .............................................................................................................................. Director 

 Jennifer Sayegh ............................................................................................................ Assistant Director 

 Katherine Waddell .........................................................................................................Special Assistant 

 Denise Burch ..................................................................................................................Special Assistant 

  

LOBBYIST AND ORGANIZATION REGISTRATION DIVISION  

 

 Christopher Frink ........................................................................................................................ Director 

 

RESTORATION OF RIGHTS DIVISION  

 

 Jack Irvin .................................................................................................................. Operations Manager 

 Delaney Perdue ............................................................................................... Communications Manager 

  

SERVICE OF PROCESS DIVISION 

  

 Kari Ellis .................................................................................................................................... .Director 
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COUNCIL ON WOMEN  
 

Code Reference: § 2.2-2630 

 

Purpose, Powers 

and Duties: To identify ways in which women can reach their potential and make their full 

contributions to society and the Commonwealth as wage earners and citizens.   

 

Composition: The Council shall consist of 18 members from the Commonwealth at large and one 

of the Governor's Secretaries as defined in § 2.2-200, ex officio with full voting 

privileges, all to be appointed by the Governor. 

 

Term: Three years 

 

Chairman: Tracy Key 

 

Membership: Gubernatorial Appointees 

  

 Meta Braymer, Richmond ....................................................... term expires 6/30/15 

 Elisabeth Bresee, McLean ...................................................... term expires 6/30/15 

 Ann C. Harbour, Manakin Sabot ............................................ term expires 6/30/15 

 Teresa Preda, Richmond ......................................................... term expires 6/30/15 

 Mais Abbas Abousy, Arlington .............................................. term expires 6/30/16 

 Jeff Caruso, Fredericksburg .................................................... term expires 6/30/16 

 Julie E. Coggsdale, Midlothian ............................................... term expires 6/30/16 

 Tracy Key, Reston .................................................................. term expires 6/30/16 

 Brook Whitfield Trible, Richmond ......................................... term expires 6/30/16 

 Olivia Gans Turner, Fairfax .................................................... term expires 6/30/16 

 Ruth Zajur, Richmond ............................................................ term expires 6/30/16 

 Lashrecse D. Aird, Petersburg ................................................ term expires 6/30/17 

 Carol Rick Gibbons, Midlothian ............................................. term expires 6/30/17 

 Meredith Johnson Harbach, Richmond ................................... term expires 6/30/17 

 Sally A. Mullikin, Richmond .................................................. term expires 6/30/17 

 Marcia Simone Price, Newport News ..................................... term expires 6/30/17 

 Susan Johnston Rowland, Chesapeake.................................... term expires 6/30/17 

 Rita Surratt, Clintwood ........................................................... term expires 6/30/17 
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Secretary of Administration 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF ADMINISTRATION     

 

Location: 1111 East Broad Street, 4
th
 Floor 

 Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 Tel. (804) 786-1201   Fax (804) 692-2466 

 Internet: www.administration.virginia.gov 

 

Nancy Rodrigues ........................................................................................................................ Secretary 

Gina Burgin ................................................................................................................... Deputy Secretary 

Charlotte Hurd .......................................................................................................... Executive Assistant 

 

The Secretary of Administration oversees the four state agencies that manage the Commonwealthôs 

buildings and grounds, administer employee policies and benefits, oversee elections, work to improve 

manager-employee relations in state government, and direct state funds to constitutional officers. 

  

http://www.administration.virginia.gov/
http://www.administration.virginia.gov/Agencies/
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COMPENSATION BOARD  
 

Location: Oliver Hill Building                             Mailing: Post Office Box 710 

 102 Governor Street, Room 120                          Richmond, Virginia 23218                                                                

 Richmond, Virginia 23219                                 

 Tel. (804) 786-0786   Fax (804) 371-0235 

 Internet:  www.scb.virginia.gov     

 

Code Reference: § 15.2-1636.5 
 

Purpose, Powers 

and Duties: The board shall review and annually approve the budgets submitted by 

constitutional officers and reimburse the localities, in accordance with statutes, for 

the Commonwealthôs share of authorized salaries and expenses of the constitutional 

officers and their employees. 
 

Composition: The Auditor of Public Accounts and the State Tax Commissioner shall serve as ex 

officio members, and one member, who may or may not be an officer or employee 

of the Commonwealth, who shall be appointed and designated as chairman of the 

board by the Governor. 
 

Term: Pleasure of the Governor 
 

Chairman: Susan Swecker, Richmond 

 

 Ex Officio  
 

 Martha Mavredes, Auditor of Public Accounts 

 Craig Burns, State Tax Commissioner 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS  

 

Location:                 Washington Building 

                                1100 Bank Street, First Floor 

                                Richmond, Virginia 23219 

                                Tel. (804) 864-8901       Fax (804) 371-0194 

                                Internet:  www.elections.virginia.gov 

  

Code Reference:        § 24.2-102; § 24.2-103; § 24.2-404.1 

  

Purpose, Powers  

and Duties:        Supports the accurate, fair, open and secure elections for the citizens of the    

Commonwealth.  The Governor appoints the Commissioner of Elections.  The 

Commissioner serves as the designated chief state election official for the 

Commonwealth. 

 

Term:                       Pleasure of the Governor 

Commissioner:         Edgardo Cortés, Springfield 

Deputy Commissioner:  Elizabeth Howard, Richmond 

 

STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS  

Location: Washington Building 

 1100 Bank Street, First Floor 

 Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 Tel. (804) 864-8901       Fax (804) 371-0194 

 Internet:  www.elections.virginia.gov 
 

Code Reference: § 24.2-102; § 24.2-103; § 24.2-404.1 
 

Purpose, Powers 

and Duties: To supervise and coordinate the work of the county and city electoral boards and the 

registrars as to obtain uniformity in their practices and proceedings and legality and 

http://www.scb.virginia.gov/
http://www.elections.virginia.gov/
http://www.elections.virginia.gov/
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purity in all elections.  The Board makes rules and regulations and issues 

instructions and provides information consistent with the election laws to the 

electoral boards and registrars to promote the proper administration of election laws. 
 

Composition: Three members appointed by the Governor from qualified voters of the 

Commonwealth, subject to confirmation by the General Assembly.  In the 

appointment of the Board, representation shall be given to each of the political 

parties having the highest and next highest number of votes in the Commonwealth 

for Governor at the last preceding gubernatorial election.  
 

Term: Four year terms.  Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired terms.  No member 

shall be eligible for more than two successive four-year terms.  A member appointed 

for an unexpired term may be appointed for the two succeeding four-year terms.  A 

member appointed for an unexpired term may be appointed for the two succeeding 

four-year terms.     
 

Membership: Gubernatorial Appointees 

  

 James Alcorn, Midlothian ....................................................... term expires 1/31/15 

 Kimberly T. Bowers, Richmond ............................................. term expires 1/31/15 

 Charles E. Judd, Chesterfield .................................................. term expires 1/31/15 

 

DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES  
 

Location: 1100 Bank Street, Suite 420 

 Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 Tel. (804) 786-3311 Fax (804) 371-8305 

 Internet:  www.dgs.state.va.us 

 

Code Reference: § 2.2-1100 

 

Purpose, Powers 

and Duties: To provide support services to other state agencies in carrying out their programs, 

and prescribe rules and regulations. 

 

Term: Pleasure of the Governor for a term coincident with that of the Governor. 

 

Director: Richard F. Sliwoski, P. E. 

 

ART AND ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD  
 

Code Reference: § 2.2-2400  
 

Purpose, Powers 

and Duties: To review the acquisition of artworks and the design of buildings and structures by 

the Commonwealth, and advise the Governor of the artistic and architectural 

property thereof. 
 

Composition: The Board shall consist of six members as follows: the Director of the Department 

of Historic Resources, or his designee, serving as an ex officio member and five 

citizen members, appointed by the Governor. Of the citizen members, one shall be 

an architect who may be appointed from a list of two or more architects nominated 

by the governing board of the Virginia Society of the American Institute of 

Architects; one may be appointed from a list of two or more persons nominated by 

the governing board of the University of Virginia; one shall be a member of the 

board of trustees of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts; and two shall be appointed 

from the Commonwealth at large, one of whom shall be a painter or sculptor. Lists 

of nominees shall be submitted at least 60 days before the expiration of the 

member's term for which the nominations are being made in order to be considered 

by the Governor in making appointments pursuant to this section. 

 

Term: The Governor's appointments of the five citizen members shall be staggered as 

follows: two members for a term of one year, two members for a term of two years, 

http://www.dgs.state.va.us/
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and one member for a term of three years. Thereafter, members of the Board shall 

be appointed for terms of four years each, except appointments to fill vacancies, 

which shall be for the unexpired terms. No member shall serve for more than two 

consecutive four-year terms, except that any member appointed to the unexpired 

term of another shall be eligible to serve two consecutive four-year terms. 

Vacancies shall be filled in the manner of the original appointments. The Director of 

the Department of Historic Resources shall serve a term coincident with his term of 

office. 

 

Membership: Gubernatorial Appointees 

 Sanford Bond, Richmond........................................................ term expires 6/30/18 

 Robert S. Mills, Richmond ..................................................... term expires 6/30/18 

 Faithe M. Norrell, Henrico ...................................................... term expires 6/30/18 

 Burchell Pinnock, Richmond .................................................. term expires 6/30/18 

 Helen A. Wilson, Albemarle ................................................... term expires 6/30/18 

 

 Ex Officio 

 

 Calder Loth, Designee of the Director, Department of Historic Resources 

 

CITIZENSô ADVISORY COUNCIL ON FURNISHING AND INTERPRETING THE 

EXECUTIVE MANSION  
 

Code Reference: § 2.2-2614 
 

Purpose, Powers 

and Duties: To promote a greater understanding of the history and significance of the Executive 

Mansion, and guide development of research and publications to this end; 

encourage, approve, and accept contributions, bequests, and gifts or loans of 

furniture, works of art, memorabilia, and other property; purchase appropriate 

period furnishings and art; acquire or provide for accession and replacement of 

objects for the Executive Mansion either directly or through the Virginia Museum of 

Fine Arts. 
 

Composition: Membership shall not exceed thirty members appointed by the Governor; no 

employee of the Commonwealth or member of the General Assembly shall be 

eligible.  The spouse of the Governor shall be the honorary chair. 
 

Term: Five years; members are eligible for reappointment one year after termination of 

appointment. 
 

Honorary  

Chair: Dorothy McAuliffe, First Lady of Virginia 
 

Membership: Gubernatorial Appointees 

  

 Lucy Channing, Virginia Beach .............................................. term expires 3/31/16  

 Rose Nan-Ping Chen, Washington D.C. ................................. term expires 3/31/16 

 Cynthia Kerr Fralin, Roanoke ................................................. term expires 3/31/16 

 Ann Parker H. Gottwald, Richmond ....................................... term expires 3/31/16 

 Bryan Clark Green, Richmond................................................ term expires 3/31/16 

 Maureen Massey, Richmond................................................... term expires 3/31/16 

 Sue Ellen Rocovich, Roanoke ................................................. term expires 3/31/16 

 D. Anderson Williams, Richmond .......................................... term expires 3/31/16 

 Susan Brown Allen, Alexandria .............................................. term expires 3/31/18 

 Thomas C. Camden, Glasgow................................................. term expires 3/31/18 

 Harry Davis, Richmond .......................................................... term expires 3/31/18 

 Clay D. Hamner, Richmond .................................................... term expires 3/31/18 

 Mark W. Herndon, Richmond................................................. term expires 3/31/18 

 Lauranett Lee, Richmond........................................................ term expires 3/31/18 

 Will Paulsen, Charlottesville................................................... term expires 3/31/18 

 Ashley H. Peace, Mechanicsville ............................................ term expires 3/31/18 

 Alexander G. Reeves, Jr., Richmond ...................................... term expires 3/31/18 

 Daphne Reid, Petersburg ........................................................ term expires 3/31/18 
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 Steve Wood, McLean ............................................................. term expires 3/31/18 

 Brownie Beahm Ritenour, New Market .................................. term expires 3/31/19 

 Sarah Scarbrough, Moseley .................................................... term expires 3/31/18 

 Rita Moyer Smith, Midlothian ................................................ term expires 3/31/18 

 Mary Miley Theobald, Richmond ........................................... term expires 3/31/18 

 Susan S. Alefantis, McLean .................................................... term expires 3/31/19 

 Leslie Green Bowman, Charlottesville ................................... term expires 3/31/19 

 Cynthia H. Conner, Alexandria ............................................... term expires 3/31/19 

 Beverly B. Davis, Richmond .................................................. term expires 3/31/19 

 Jane M. Plum, Reston ............................................................. term expires 3/31/19 

 Monica Rao, Henrico .............................................................. term expires 3/31/19 

 Davis C. Rennolds, Richmond ................................................ term expires 3/31/19 

  

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  
 

Location: James Monroe Building 

 101 North Fourteenth Street, 12
th
 Floor 

 Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 Tel. (804) 225-2131 

 Internet:  www.dhrm.virginia.gov 

 

Code Reference: § 2.2-1200 

 

Purpose, Powers 

and Duties: To establish an effective personnel management system for state government in the 

balanced best interest of employees, management, and the citizens of the 

Commonwealth.  The Governor appoints the director. 

 

Term: Pleasure of the Governor 

 

Director: Sara Redding Wilson

http://www.dhrm.virginia.gov/
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY          
 

Location:  1111 East Broad Street, 4
th
 Floor 

  Richmond, Virginia 23219 

  Tel. (804) 692-2511 Fax (804) 692-2466 

  Internet:  https://ag-forestry.virginia.gov/ 

 

Todd Haymore ........................................................................................................................... Secretary 

Sam Towell  .................................................................................................................. Deputy Secretary 

Carrie Cheneryééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.Assistant Secretary 

Meghan Hobbséééééééééééééééééééééééééé........Special Assistant 

 

The Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry is the voice of two of Virginiaôs largest industries.  According 

to a 2013 economic impact study conducted by the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service at the 

University of Virginia, agriculture and forestry have a combined economic impact of $70 billion 

annually.  Agriculture generates more than $52 billion per annum, while forestry induces over $17 

billion.  The industries provide more than 400,000 jobs in the Commonwealth.  

 

The Secretariat oversees and provides policy guidance to three agencies- the Virginia Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS), the Virginia Department of Forestry and the Virginia 

Racing Commission.  The Secretariat also provides leadership of the Governorôs Agriculture and 

Forestry Industries Development Fund (AFID), which is administered by VDACS, as well as the 

Governorôs agricultural export initiative, which seeks to increase exports of Virginiaôs agriucltural and 

forest product exports into the global marketplace and make the Commonwealth the East Coast capital of 

agriucltural exports. 

  

https://ag-forestry.virginia.gov/

